CHAPTER XL1
SOUTH AMERICA
SOUTH AMERICA,1 with an area of over 7,200,000 square miles, comes
fourth in size among the continents, being somewhat smaller than
North America. It may, in a preliminary survey, be divided into
three great physical regions: the Eastern Highlands of Guiara
and Brazil, the Central Lowlands/and the Western Cordilleras.
The Eastern Highlands, which are ait in two by the valley
of the Amazon, constitute the oldest part of the continent. They
are the remains of a great mountain system which was worn down
and covered, over large areas, with sandstone of different ages,
These sandstones lie in horizontal strata, and the land has the
general appearance of a plateau in which the rivers have cut deep
valleys. The whole region, therefore, is divided up into a number
of tablelands, the steep escarpments of which, when seen from
below, present the appearance of mountain ranges; but the only
highlands to which that term can properly be applied lie in the
east, where in a region of ancient rock the Serra do Mar, the Serra
|ia Mantiqueira, and the Serra do Espinhago rise to heights con-
siderably above the general level of the massif. These vary in
elevation from 1,000 to 4,000 feet, the average altitude probably
approaching 3,000 feet. The Guiana massif is also divided into
two parts by the Essequibo, the eastern one being an Archaean
peneplane, while the western one is covered with sandstone in the
more elevated districts.
The Central Lowlands may be divided into two regions, the first
lying in the basins of the great rivers and the second being
the Pampa-Patagonian area. The land surface of the former is
generally fiat^ and low, and is largely composed of sediment
deposited by the rivers in the great arms of the sea, which, at one
time or another, covered much of the area now occupied by the
Central Lowlands. The basin of the Orinoco was formerly occupied
1 Important recent works on South America include: South America,
E!. W. Shanahan (London, Methuen, 1927); Amerique du Sud> Pierre Denis
(Paris, Libraire Armand Colin, 1927). South America, C. F. Jones (London,
1931), deals mainly with economic aspects.
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